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vertible on most themes, it was more than usually injudicious
to challenge Mr. Gladstone on religious matters.

But more immediate business than the Church engaged
them, since he had indicated that the Cabinet would
be very shortly called upon to advise a Dissolution. The
Queen concurred with a degree of readiness that almost
suggested a royal interest in the result of the elections.
But she was solicitous about his health and at pains to save
him an exhausting journey from Downing Street to Osborne
and back within the day. Then the General Election was
on them, and Tories swept the board. Gladstone gave the
Queen an early warning of the impending change of Govern-
ment ; her answer was polite. But when he seemed to take
the view that he had better follow precedent and stay in
office until they were formally dismissed by the new House
of Commons, she showed a touch of impatience. It seemed
to her, " whatever advantage there may be in adhering to
usage & precedent, that it is counterbalanced by the dis-
advantage of nearly 3 weeks delay, for the Country & the
public Service/' Besides, had he forgotten that the Duke
and Duchess of Edinburgh would be arriving almost simul-
taneously with the meeting of Parliament ? It would be
quite impossible for the Queen to entertain the young
couple and to do all the work consequent upon a change of
Government at the same time : " People are apt to forget,
as she told Mr. Gladstone the other day, that the Queen is
a woman. . . ." A final sentence coldly informed the out-
going Prime Minister that the Queen " will prefer not giving
her opinion on the proposed honours till Mr. Gladstone can
put all these before her, w31 he intends to do."

It was a chilling farewell. Small wonder that he noted in
his diary " a letter from the Queen which seemed to me to
be of scant kindness " ; and it was scarcely redeemed by
the offer of a peerage that he did not want. The formalities
were quickly over; the final audience was " very kind," but
" limited " in the subjects of conversation; and Disraeli
ruled in his place.